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Gender and the Role of Booking Criteria. 
 
Bob Kauffman, former Precinct Commander in Multnomah County describes an 
instance in which targeting detention criteria and alternatives to detention at a 
population of girls, reduced detention of girls and changed the detention culture.  When 
JDAI began in Multnomah County, the police were particularly concerned about large 
numbers of transient and homeless girls living on the streets vulnerable to victimization.  
Prior to JDAI the police brought them to detention where they were temporarily held 
but not booked.  As a result of JDAI collaborations the Police entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Probation Department specifying that these 
youth would not be brought to detention (they did not meet the specified detention 
criteria) but would be brought to the Reception Center, contracted with probation for 
this purpose.  At the Reception Center, the youth are assessed and referred to services 
(which may include shelter services).  In this case, coupling detention criteria with an 
alternative to detention changed the culture, allowing law enforcement to focus on cases 
of public safety and letting social services to focus on homeless youth.  
 
The following is that Memorandum of Agreement, making gender neutral the decision 
of whether to bring a youth to detention’s front door.   
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