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Casey Foundation effort supported

2010-01-07 For more than 15 years, South Dakota has struggled to find the
right approaches for when and how juveniles should be detained when they
have violated or are under suspicion of violating laws.

The shocking murder of a taxi cab driver in the Pierre area led to construction
of a state juvenile prison at Plankinton.

County sheriffs found they had to separate juveniles from the general
population in jails. Regional detention centers were opened.

Boot camps were tried. Gina Score died. The Plankinton prison was closed as
a state facility.

West Farm at Sioux Falls, Star Academy center near Custer, and the Quest
and Excel programs in Custer State Park remain in operation.

The state circuit court systems in some areas are overrun by demands for
juvenile services.

That's why we like the project put on the drawing board by the state Council on
Juvenile Services.

The council wants to work with the Annie E. Casey Foundation as part of the
foundation's initiative on juvenile detention alternatives. Minnehaha and
Pennington counties would be the pilot sites, if there is local acceptance.

The essential principle is that data will be collected and analyzed to determine

what types of youths are being detained in those counties and the reasons
they are being detained.
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From that information, local councils working with the local judges will develop
strategies tailored to the local needs. A system will be developed and tested
for assessing the risks posed by each youth.

The Casey Foundation has been involved in its JDAI project since the early
1990s. More than 100 local jurisdictions are using the basic model.

This is an idea that has potential. We applaud the state council and the state
Department of Corrections for looking for a better way.

Only time and experience can tell us if the Casey Foundation is the right fit.
But we hope that success is found in Minnehaha and Pennington counties, so
that more South Dakota communities can be next in line and learn from their
lessons.
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